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AMENDMENT/RESPONSE 



In response to the Office Action dated November 3, 2005, Applicants respectfully request 
favorable reconsideration of the above-identified patent application in view of the following 
amendments/remarks, which are believed to place the above-identified patent application in 
condition for allowance or in better form for consideration on appeal. 
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TN THE CLAIMS ; 

Please add new claim 66 as indicated in attached Appendix A. 

A listing of the status of all claims 1-66 in the present patent application is provided in 
attached Appendix A. 
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REMARKS 

The Office Action dated November 3, 2005, has been received and carefully considered. 
In this response, claim 66 has been added. Entry of the addition of new claim 66 is respectfully 
requested. It is believed that this Amendment, in conjunction with the following remarks, place 
the application in immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, entry of this Amendment 
and favorable consideration of the application are respectfully requested. 
I. THF £lT^VTnTT.SNF.SS REJECT TON OF CLAIMS 1-65 

On page 2 of the Office Action, claims 1-65 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Norris considered with Phillip, Storms, "Using Mortgage Credit to 
Achieve Client Objectives" and Lending Tree. This rejection is hereby respectfully traversed. 

As stated in MPEP § 2143, to establish a prima facie case of obviousness, three basic 
criteria must be met. First, there must be some suggestion or motivation, either in the references 
themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify 
the reference or to combine reference teachings. Second, there must be a reasonable expectation 
of success. Finally, the prior art reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest 
all the claim limitations. The teaching or suggestion to make the claimed combination and the 
reasonable expectation of success must both be found in the prior art, not in applicant's 
disclosure. In re Vaeck, 947 F.2d 488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

Regarding claim 1, the Examiner asserts - and Applicants agree - that Norris does not 
disclose "aspects of credit profiles and the provision of at least one credit financing opportunity 
comprising any number of financial products that meet the user objective." The Examiner states, 
however, that "[a] user's objective is usually taken in consideration when trying to obtain credit 
financing." The Examiner alleges that "Philip Storms discusses in an article entitled "Using 
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Mortgage Credit to Achieve Client Objectives" that in providing a loan to a client, the client's 

profile must be analyzed and a more appropriate credit financing meeting the client's objectie 

must be considered and chosen. The Examiner alleges that "LendingTree further teaches a 

means or steps for determining at least one credit financing opportunity based on the credit data 

at least one predetermined decision rule wherein at least one credit financing opportunity 

comprises any number of financial products that meet the user objective." 

Applicants respectfully submit, however, that neither Philip Storms nor LendingTree - 
alone or in combination - teach or suggest the specific step of "determining at least one credit 
financing opportunity based on the credit data and at least one predetermined decision rule, 
wherein the at least one credit financing opportunity comprises any number of financial products 
that meet the user objective," as expressly set forth in independent claim 1. Philip Storms, for 
example, merely discloses information relating to using mortgage debt or credit to replace 
consumer debt to ease the burden on the consumer, but does not teach or suggest any feature that 
may "determine[e] at least one credit financing opportunity based on the credit data and at least 
one predetermined decision rule, wherein the at least one credit financing opportunity comprises 
any number of financial products that meet the user objective." Applicants respectfully submit 
that the mere disclosure of using mortgage debt to cover or replace consumer - as is done in 
Philip Storms -- fails to teach or suggest the specific claim recitation. 

LendingTree is similarly deficient. In particular, LendingTree comprises a collection of 
web site screen shots presenting a series of questions posed to a user for purposes of determining 
mortgage qualification. For example, the first pages set forth a series of "5 quick steps" the user 
can perform to qualify for a mortgage. Applicants respectfully submit, however, that 
LendingTree does not make up for the deficiencies of Norris and Philip Storms and does not 
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disclose any feature or functionality that comprises the specific step of "determining at least one 

credit financing opportunity based on the credit data and at least one predetermined decision 

rule, wherein the at least one credit financing opportunity comprises any number of financial 

products that meet the user objective," as recited in independent claim 1. Applicants respectfully 

submit that asking a user a series of questions in connection with qualification mortgage 

application is not the same as "determining at least one credit financing opportunity based on the 

credit data and at least one predetermined decision rule, wherein the at least one credit financing 

opportunity comprises any number of financial products that meet the user objective." 

Further, Applicant respectfully submits that the Office Action fails to set forth a proper 

motivation or suggestion to modify Norris to incorporate the teachings of Philip Storms or 

Lending. The Office Action merely states that "it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 

skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings provided by Philip 

Storms and LendingTree into the system of Norris in order to allow the system to tailor credit 

financing opportunities based on specific needs of a customer." Applicants respectfully submit, 

however, that Norris relates to an automatic financial account processing system and thus would 

not benefit from incorporating Philip Storms' general concept of using mortgage debt to replace 

consumer debt, and/or LendingTree's specific questions for determining mortgage qualification. 

In fact. Applicants respectfully submit that such a combination would not be able to determine at 

least one credit financing opportunity based on the credit data and at least one predetermined 

decision rule, wherein the at least one credit financing opportunity comprises any number of 

financial products that meet the user objective." In addition. Applicants respectfully submit that 

there is no teaching or suggestion in Norris or Philip Storms regarding the desirability of such a 

combination, much less how such a combination could be achieved. As for LendingTree, 
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Applicants respectfully submit that the questions presented in the web site screen shots do not - 

even if incorporated into the teachings of Norris - result in a system or method that 

"determin[es] at least one credit financing opportunity based on the credit data and at least one 

predetermined decision rule, wherein the at least one credit financing opportunity comprises any 

number of financial products that meet the user objective." In fact, Applicants respectfully 

submit that even if the motivation or suggestion to modify Norris to incorporate Philip Storms 

and/or LendingTree were proper, such combination or modification would still not result in the 

exact systems and methods claimed in the above apphcation. Accordingly, Applicants 

respectfully submit that claim 1 is allowable over the cited references. 

Applicant respectfully submits that each of independent claims 20, 39, 58 and 60 are 
allowable at least for the reasons set forth above. 

Claims 2-19, 21-38, 40-57, 59 and 61-66 are dependent upon independent claim 1, 20, 
39, 58 or 60. Thus, since independent claim 1, 20, 39, 58 and 60 should be allowable as 
discussed above, claims 2-19, 21-38, 40-57, 59 and 61-66 should also be allowable at least by 
virtue of their dependency on independent claim 1, 20, 39, 58 or 60. Moreover, these claims 
recite additional features which are not claimed, disclosed, or even suggested by the cited 
references taken either alone or in combination. For example, claim 66 recites the method of 
claim 1 wherein the user objective comprises at least one of obtain a lower interest rate, obtain 
lower payments, obtain credit, or any other objective. Applicants respectfully submit that neither 
Norris, Philip Storms, nor LendingTree - alone or in combination - teach or suggest the method 
of claim 1 wherein the user objective comprises at least one of obtain a lower interest rate, obtain 
lower payments, obtain credit, or any other objective. 
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In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully requested that the aforementioned obviousness 

rejection of claims 1-65 be withdrawn. 

n. rnNCLUSiON 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the present application is in 
condition for allowance, and an early indication of the same is courteously solicited. The 
Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by telephone at the below listed 
telephone number, in order to expedite resolution of any issues and to expedite passage of the 
present application to issue, if any comments, questions, or suggestions arise in connection with 
the present application. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 CFR § 1.136 is 

hereby made. 

Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account No. 50-0206, and please credit any excess 
fees to the same deposit account. 

Re^aetfuUy submitted, 
i Williams LLP 




^zme A. Farres 
Registration No. 43,606 



Hunton & Williams LLP 
1900 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1 109 
Telephone: (202) 955-1500 
Facsimile: (202) 778-2201 

Date: February 2, 2006 
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APPENDIX A 

1. (Previously Presented) A method for allowing a user of a user terminal to receive 
credit financing opportunities, the method comprising: 

receiving credit data from the user terminal, the credit data including a user objective and 
a credit profile, wherein the credit profile comprises at least one particular of any number of 
financial products held by the user; 

determining at least one credit financing opportunity based on the credit data and at least 
one predetermined decision rule, wherein the at least one credit financing opportunity comprises 
any number of financial products that meet the user objective; 

generating an output, the output including a comparison of at least part of the credit 
profile with the at least one determined credit financing opportunity; and 

providing the output to the user terminal. 

2. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, further including receiving a request 
from the user terminal to apply for a determined credit opportunity. 

3. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, where in the credit profile is 
comprised of a least one user credit data element, the at least one user credit data element 
identifying one or more characteristics of corresponding financing previously undertaken by the 
user. 

4. (Original) The method according to Claim 3, wherein generating the output 
includes generating a first level output and generating a second level output. 

5. (Original) The method according to Claim 4, wherein the first level output 
includes one or more comparisons of a determined credit opportunity with a respective one of the 
at least one user credit data elements. 
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6. (Original) The method according to Claim 4, wherein there are a plurality of 
credit data elements and the second output includes one or more comparisons of a determined 
credit opportunity with the plurality of user credit data elements. 

7. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, further comprising providing a , 
summary of the user profile data to the user terminal. 

8. (Original) The method according to Claim 3, wherein the at least one user credit 
data element includes an interest rate, an outstanding balance and a monthly payment. 

9. (Original) The method according to Claim 8, wherein the at least one user credit 
data element further includes an identification of whether the corresponding credit data element 
was issued by a provider of the financing opportunities. 

10. (Original) The method according to Claim 3, wherein the at least one user credit 
data element cortesponds to a least one of a credit card, a vehicle loan, a secured debt, an 
unsecured debt, a home equity loan and a residential mortgage. 

11. (Original) The method according to Claim 7, wherein the summary includes at 
least one summary area corresponding to one of the user's credit cards, personal lines of credit, 
personal loans, home equity lines of credit, auto loans, unsecured credit and total outstanding 
credit. 

12. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, wherein the user data further 
includes personal data corresponding to the user and further including the act of obtaining a 
credit worthiness report based on the personal data. 

13. (Original) The method according to Claim 12, wherein detennining credit 
financing opportunities includes consideration of the credit worthiness of the corresponding user. 

14. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, wherein a credit opportunity is 
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considered viable if it is determined in the determining act that the user will save at least a 

predetermined amount of money during a predetermined time period. 

15. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, wherein the user profile data 
includes a state of residence and wherein the predetermined decision rules include consideration 
of the state of residence and current interest rates for potential financing opportunities. 

16. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, further including receiving a request 
for detailed information corresponding to a selected one of the financing opportunities and 
wherein at least a part of the output is provided in a substantially pictorial form. 

17. (Original) The method according to Claim 16, wherein the pictorial form includes 
at least one of a graph and a pie chart. 

18. (Original) The method according to Claim 15, wherein the predetermined 
decision rules further consider the user's taxation rate in determining viable credit opportunities. 

19. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, further comprising preparing a list 
of potential financing opportunities at least partially based on opportunity data received from at 
least one product processor, and wherein the determined financing opportunities are selected 
from the prepared list. 

20. (Previously Presented) A computer readable storage medium storing computer 
executable instructions which, when executed, perform a method for allowing a user of a user 
terminal to receive credit financing opportunities, the method comprising: 

receiving credit data from the user terminal, the credit data including a user objective and 
a credit profile, wherein the credit profile comprises at least one particular of any number of 
financial products held by the user; 

determining credit financing opportunities based on the credit data and at least one 
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predetermined decision rule, wherein the credit financing opportunities comprise at least one 
financial product that meets the user objective; 

generating an output, the output including a comparison of at least part of the credit 
profile with the determined credit financing opportunities; and 

providing the output to the user terminal. 

21. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 20, 
wherein the method further includes receiving a request from the user terminal to apply for a 
detennined credit opportunity. 

22. (Original) The computer readable storing medium according to Claim 20, wherein 
the credit profile is comprised of t least one user credit data element, the at least one user credit 
data element identifying one or more characterisdcs of corresponding financing previously 

undertaken by the user. 

23. (Original) The method according to Claim 22, wherein generating the output 
includes generating a first level output and generating a second level output. 

24. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 23, 
wherein the first level output includes one or more comparisons of a determined credit 
opportunity with a respective one of the at least one user credit data elements. 

25. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 23, 
wherein there are a plurality of credit data elements and the second output includes one or more 
comparisons of a detennined credit opportunity with the plurality of user credit data elements. 

26. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 20, 
wherein the method further includes providing a summary of the user profile data to the user 
terminal. 
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27. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 22, where 
the at least one user credit data element includes an interest rate, an outstanding balance and a 
monthly payment. 

28. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 27, 
wherein the at least one user credit data element further includes an identification of whether ttte 
corresponding credit data element was issued by a provider of me financing opportunities. 

29. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 22, 
wherein the at least one user credit data element corresponds to at least one of a credit card, a 
vehicle loan, a secured debt, an unsecured debt, a home equity loan and a residential mortgage. 

30. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 26, 
wherein the summary includes at least one summary area corresponding to one of the user's 

unsecured credit and total outstanding credit. 

31. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 20. 
Wherein the user data further includes personal data corresponding to the user and the method 
furflrer includes the act of obtaining a credit wordriness report based on the personal data. 

32. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 31, 
wherein determining credit financing opportunities includes consideration of the credit 
worthiness of the corresponding user. 

33. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 20, 
wherein the credit opportunity is considered viable if it is determined that the user wiU save at 
least a predetennined amount of money during a predetermined time period. 

34. (Original) Tire computer readable storage medium according to Claim 20, 
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wherein the user profile data includes a state of residence and wherein the predetermined 
decision rules include consideration of the state of residence and current interest rates for 
potential financing opportunities. 

35. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 20, 
wherein the method further includes accepting a request for detailed information corresponding 
to a selected one of the financing opportunities and wherein at least a part of the output is 
provided in a substantially pictorial form. 

36. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 35, 
wherein the pictorial form includes at least one of a graph and a pie chart. 

37. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 34, 
wherein the predetermined decision rules further consider the user's taxation rate in determining 
the viable credit opportunities. 

38. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 20, 
wherein the method further includes preparing a Ust of potential financing opportunities at least 
partially based on opportunity data received from at least one product processor, and wherein the 
determined financing opportunities are selected from the prepared list. 

39. (Previously Presented) An infonnation processor in a financial processing system, 
the information processor coupled to at least one user terminal via a communication network, the 
information processor comprising: 

a memory storing at least one decision rule; 

a network interface coupling the information processor to the communication network; 

and 

a central processing unit perfonning the functions of: 
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receiving, via the network interface, credit data from the user terminal, the credit data 
including a user objective and a credit profile, wherein the credit profile comprises at least one 
particular of any number of financial products held by the user; 

determining credit financing opportunities, the determination being based on the credit 
data and at least one predetermined decision mle, wherein the credit financing opportunities 
comprising at least one financial product that meets the user objective; 

generating an output, the output including a comparison of at least part of the credit 
profile with the determined credit financing opportunities; and 

providing the output to the user terminal. 

40. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 39, further comprising a 
database coupled to the central processing unit, the database storing data corresponding to at 
least one financing opportunity. 

41. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 39, wherein the central 
processing unit further performs the function of receiving a request from the user terminal to 
apply for a determined credit opportunity. 

42. (Original) The infoimation processor according to Claim 39. wherein the credit 
profile is comprised of at least one user credrt data element, the at least one user credit data 
element identifying one or more characteristics of oonesponding financing previously 

undertaken by the user. 

43. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 42, wherein the output is 

comprised of a first level output and a second level output. 

44. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 43, wherein the first 
level output includes one or more comparisons of a determined credit opportunity with a 
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respective one of the at least one user credit data elements. 

45. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 43, where there are a 
plurality of credit data elements and the second output includes one or more comparisons of a 
determined credit opportunity with the plurality of user credit data elements. 

46. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 39, wherein the central 
processing unit further performs the function of providing a summary of the user profile data to 
the user terminal. 

47. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 42, wherein the at least 
one user credit data element includes an intet^st rate, an outstanding balance and a monthly 

payment. 

48. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 47, wherein the at least 
one user credit data element further includes an identification of whether the corresponding 
credit data element was issued by a provider of the financing opportunities. 

49. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 42, wherein the at least 
one user credit data element corresponds to at least one of a credit card, a vehicle loan, a secured 
debt, an unsecured debt, a home equity loan and a residential mortgage. 

50. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 46, wherein the 
summary includes at least one summary area corresponding to one of the user's credit cards, 
personal lines of credit, personal loans, home equity lines of credit, auto loans, unsecured credit 
and total outstanding credit. 

51. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 39, wherein the user 
data further includes personal data cotxesponding to the user and the central processing unit 
further performs the function of obtaining a credit worthiness report based on the personal data. 
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52. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 51, wherein the 
determining function includes consideration of the credit worthiness of the corresponding user. 

53. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 39, wherein the central 
processing unit considers a credit opportunity to be viable if the determining function determines 
that the user will save at least a predetennined amount of money during a predetermined time 
period. 

54. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 39. wherein the user 
proHle data includes a state of residence and wherein the predetenmned decision rules include 
consideration of the state of residence and current interest rates for potential financing 

Opportunities. 

55. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 39, wherein the central 
processing unit further performs the function of accepting a request for detailed information 
corresponding to a selected one of the financing opportunities and wherein at least a part of the 
output is provided in a substantially pictorial form. 

56. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 55, wherein the pictorial 
form includes at least one of a graph and a pie chart. 

57. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 54, wherein the 
predetermined decision rules further consider the user's taxation rate in determining viable credit 
opportunities. 

58. (Previously Presented) A method for allowing a user of a user terminal to apply 
for a credit financing opportunity via a communication network, the method comprising: 

receiving credit data from the user terminal, the credit data including a user objective 
indicating that the user wishes to obtain credit and a credit profile, wherein the credit profile 
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comprises at least one particular of any number of financial products held by the user; 

determining potential financing products based at least in part on the credit data, wherein 
the potential financing products comprise at least one financial product that meets the user 
objective; 

providing a Ust of the determined potential financing products to the user terminal and a 
comparison of atleast part of the credit profile with the determined potential fmancingprod^^^^ 

receiving a request from the user terminal for information corresponding to a selected one 
of the potential financing products; 

providing the information to the user terminal; and 

receiving a request from the user terminal to inifiate an application for the selected 
financing product. 

59. (Original) The method according to Claim 58, wherein the Ust of potential 
financing products includes: 

vehicle loans; 

education loans; 

home improvement loans; 

home purchase loans; 

medical expense loans; 

large event loans; and vacation loans. 

60. (Previously Presented) A method for allowing a user of a terminal to receive 
optimized infonnation regarding a selected topic, the method comprising: 

receiving input data from the user tenninal, the input data including a user objective and a 
current usage profile, wherein the credit profile comprises at least one particular of any number 
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of financial products held by the user; 

querying a knowledge base regarding the input data; 
retrieving operational data from the knowledge base; 

determining optimized information based on the results of applying at least one , 
predetermined decision rule to the operational data, the user objective and current usage profile, 
wherein the optimized information comprises at least one financial product that meets the user 
objective; 

generating an output including a comparison of at least part of the current usage profile 
with the determined optimized information; and 
providing the output to the terminal. 

61. (Original) The method of claim 60, wherein the knowledge base is connected to 
an electronic network. 

62. (Original) The method of claim 61, wherein the output includes links to at least 
one other electronic site. 

63. (Original) The method of claim 61 , farther comprising the steps of: 

querying at least one search engine concerning the input data; and processing the results 
of the querying of at least one search engine. 

64. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60, wherein the output includes a list 

of the optimized information. 

65. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the credit profile 
comprises at least one loan, line of credit, credit card, secured or unsecured credit, bank or 
provider, interest rate, outstanding balance, monthly payment, available line of credit, balance, 
term, and years remaining in access period. 

18 



W ^ Patent Application 

Attorney Docket No.: 72167.000165 

66. (New) The method of claim 1 wherein the user objective comprises at least one 

of obtain a lower interest rate, obtain lower payments, obtain credit, or any other objective. 



19 



EXHIBIT B 



FEE TRANSWITTAL 

For FY 2006 

MAIL STOP Amendment 



n Applkamt dairm snwH ^ S»« 37 CPft 1-27 
T^toi Amount of|($) 320.00 



Complete If IQwtm 



Applicrtion No. 



FiBng Pate 



Fiist Named Invftttor 



Exatrtiier Name 



Art Ural 



Attorney Docket No. 



09/6T7.5S1 



September 28. 20 0^cMTBAL 



Franizy P 



-t)€tlr 



T2167.000185 



"mcth od of parent (drieck rit that ap5 v) __ 

1^ ChanBefe©(5) indicated betow. LJ ,j,jng*^ 

□ CrBtKtanyoverpajpnents. 



□ Chafoe any addWonal fee<5) or underpayments 
ftf fe^l under 37 CFR 1.10 and 1.17 



RUNG FEES SEARCH FEES 

•Small EMitt 

mm 

2SO.O0 
50.«) 
160.00 
250.(» 
O.OO 

EXCESS Claims Fiss 







Small Entny 






Fcefft 


mm 


utnty 

Daaign 




150.00 


500.00 


200.00 


103.00 


100.00 




200.00 


103.00 


300.00 


Relwue 


300.00 


150.00 


500.CW 




200.00 


100.(» 


0.00 



Number Numh^SM 

E2E m ifa 

ftft 65 1 X 

ImJepwHlBiit Oainw » 
Multipte D^MMTdarit Clairn 
ToW Excess Ciabm ^ . ^ .,„j|,K-i«n 



Examination Feeb 




tmiaiEiiti^ 

mm 


200.00 


100. W3 


130.00 


65.00 


100.00 


saoo 


600.00 


300.00 


OOO 


aoo 




Small 
Entity 


ssmsSk 


FeelS> 


50.00 


25.00 


200.0) 


100.00 


360.WJ 


180.00 



No.o»lBCl!/UliHMon*l«l Entihf 



2oaoo 

:*fecdueiBt3SO(S12Sf< 



-ioo»^ e'so= 

4, OTHHlFEE(S> 

□ Non-En0»h5p«cincatton{no»it»Ben»ydtocou»* 
a jjDfc. Month Bfl»B9ion of Tto* 



Pubteatton Fm, H nscMwy) 
□ Ptontto«i«Fe« 



O Requertlar Cxrt Mtaiftio 

□ FBfiHlWel in Support «>^)pe»l 

□ FMng S ufan* w ten WWf 



□ p««tontoRe¥«o(UnW»B«i«>nBD 

O P«l«toraRelrtwltoPwyWonalA|*Oc«ston» 

O « 



ITypad of Prirted NMwe^ 




RBsWai ionNo. | 43,g 



PAGEilM'raATllSllllMDeWSaPlipitoD^MIlIMl'SWIOtFXIlfa'M^^^ 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CEhfTER 



OCT 1 9 2006 



In re Application of 
Aw>lication Number 
Filed 
For 



*"~-^-y Docket No. 

PETinON FOR EXTENSION OF TIME UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) Ij^^J^fg 



Diana G. Hildreth 

09/677.581 

09/29/2000 

Network-Based Financial Planning System and Method 



Group Art Unit 
Examiner 
Confinfnatlon No. 



3628 

Frantzy PoinvH 

confirmation No. 3870 ^1, 
This is a request underthe provisions of ^ CFR 1.136(a) to exien 

a response in the above4dentified application. 

The requested extension and appropriate fee is as 

unge Entity Small Entity 

H one Month W 

a Tv«> Month »*50.00 

□ Three Month $1020.00 

□ Four Month $1580.00 

□ Rve Month $2160.00 

□ Applicant cwms small entity status, see 37 CFR 1-27- 

□ A ohaok In the amount of the fee is enclosed. 

^ Q appHcant/ln\«ntor. 

n assignee of reconl of the enure Interest See S7 CFR 3.71 

Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is enclosed. (Fomi PTO/SB/96).; 

attorney or agent of record, 
attorney or agent under 37 CFR 1 .34^ 
RegtetrHllonnwnbertfBctIno under," 



$ 60.00 
$ 225.00 
$ 510.00 
$ 795.00 
$1080.00 



Amount 
$120.00 



□ 



WARNING: Irtfomiation on this fomi may - 



mm 




canl infonnaUon should not be 
on PTO2038. 



nmeA-F anres 

T^orPrWwlNwn* 

*3,60g 



3 -Total of 1 form(s) is/are submitted. 



Rt8iilr*onNumb«(H«I>p8«rt)te) 



PAGE 312$' 



'R(^AT1K19MfiW5:23PMPasternNigWTiiner8V!t^^^^^^ 



Patent i^lication 
Attorney Dockcst No.: 72167.000165 



jyr TU^ imTTFB KT ATE ^ "^T^T AND TB APrMAltK OFFICE 

In re Application of; 



Appln. No.: 
Filed: 
For; 



HiidrcA 

09/677,581 

Septeinbra-29,2000 



Network-Based Financial 
Planning System and Method 



Ntoil Stop Amendment 
Conunissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Gimip ArtUiut: 362S 
Examine: F. Poinvil 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

OCT 1 9 2006 



0 the Office Action dated June 19. 2006, Applicants retna* as follows: 



10/20/2006 HflBKLRl OOOOOOffi 50(C06 09677581 
02 FC:120l 200.00 M 



PA(I8I26'RCVDAT1«19I2I1W 9:45:23 PMpstemOayligMT^^^ 



CEtmAL PAX CENTlf? Patent AppUcation 

OCT i 9 2B^ Attorney Docket No. : 72 1 67.0001 65 

INTHF.OAlMSz 

Please add claim 67 as indicated in attached App^i^ A. 

^listing of the status of all claims 1-67 in the present patent application is provided in 

attached Appendix A. 



2 

P/«2!M26»RCVDATll18l2flII6 9:45:23 PM pastern DayfigWr^^ 



RECEIVED 
CefTRAL FAX CENTER 

OCT 1 9 2006 



Pattait Application 
Attorney Docket No. : 721 67.000165 

REMARKS 

The Office AOion dated June 19. 2006, has been received and carefoUy considered. New 
claim 67 has been added. It is believed that the following remarics place the application in 
immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, favorable consideration of the application is 
respectfully requested. 

I. TH ^, OBVlOIISyiESS REIKCTION OF O.A1MS 1-65 

On page 2 of the Office Action, claims 1-65' weie rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Atkins (U.S. Patent No. 5,644.727) in view of Phillip, Stonns, "Using 
Mortgage Credit to AcUeve aient Objecttves" and Lending Tree. This rejection is hereby 
reqjectfiiUy traversed. 

As stated in ^4PEP § 2143, to establish a prima fi»cie ease of obviousness, three basic 
criteria roust be met. First, there must be some suggestion or motivation, cither in the references 
themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art, to modify 
the reference orto combine reference teachings. Second, there must be a reasonable expectation 
of success. Finally, the ptior art reference (or references when combined) must teach or suggest 
all the claim linutatiom. The teaching or suggestion to make the claimed combination and the 
reasonable expectation of success must brth be found in the prior art, not in applicant's 
disclosure. In re VaccK m F.2d 488, 20 USPQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

Regarding claim 1, the Examiner asserts that Atkins discloses the step of "receiving 
credit data from the user tcnninal, the credit data including a user objective and a credit profile, 
wherein the credit profile comprises at least one particular of any number of financial products 



' AppUcant respectfidly submits that the Examiner has not examined pending claim 66 
which was added in Applicant previous raqjonse. 
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held by the user " In particular, the Examiner allcgBS that Atldns discloses a system and method 

for analyzing a customer's irqjutted credit profile and determines at least one oBdit financing 

c^porturaty Based Wifie or^ data and at least oSe orediFfinMicing opportunity based on the 

credit data and at least one predetcnnined decision rule, wherein at least one credit financing 

opportunity comprises any number of financial products that meet the user objective. 

AM>licants respectfully submit, however, tliat AtJdns does not teach or sugg^ the 

specific step of "receiving credit data firon the user tatninal, the credit data itKluding a user 

objective and a credit profile, wherein the cretSf BrpfOe eemBrises ut least one oartiadar of any 

mutAa- offinandal vroAtett hM bv Ae user." In particular, Applicant ttspectftiUy submits 

that there is no trach or suggestion in Atkins of a "credit profile" that "comiMises at least one 

particular of any number of finimdal prt^ducts held by the user, as expressly set forth in 

independent claim 1 . Rather, the excerpts cited by the Examiner as allegedly disclosing this 

claim Kmltation - the Abstract of Atkins and Col. 7, lines 30-45 - merely state that client 

providts financial objectives, risk [M^ference, and laidgetary constraints: 

A practical comnniracatiwi and computac based syst«n ami method for 
effecting exchange investment and borrowing i wolves the use of digital 
commumcWion and computation terminals di^buted to users and ^vice 
providers. Through the system described and its combined con^nita- and 
communicaticm terminals, clicnt/custoratt^ may purclmse goods and services, 
save, invest, track bomises and rebates and effect enhanced personal financial 
analysis, planning, management and record keepuig with less efffart and increased 
cotxvenience. Through a prioritization fimctimi, tl^e dient s pecifies ker financial 
objectives, her risk prefemnce. and bitdeetarv co^^rmnts . The jMioritization 
flinction automatically suggests to the individual a ptxtfolio of asset and liability 
accounts that may be credited and/or debited to provide the required fimds fiw 
consumption and to form investments and borrowing to best realize her financial 
<*jectives over a defined time horizon. If draired, the system auton»ticBlly 
manages a clieof s budgetary and finajncial affairs through a system t^cxpm 
sweeps based on a client's preferences. The client's accounts are monitored via a 
borrowing powa- baseline, and considered imbalanccd if the client's borrowing 
powCT is less than the xninimum borrowing power. If Hk account is imbalanced, 
the client may reallocate the assets and liabilities within the client account and/or 

4 
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modify a set of ponstraints on the cBent account. If the clieirt accoiHit is stiU not 
Zl^ed after modification of the account, the system de«y airthonzatimi for 
certain requested transaaions, and may initiate the hquidation of certaw asset 
aC{»uitoandr^uceti)cM_"^^ 
Atkins, Abstract (emphasis added). 

Applicant respect&Uy subnuts that a financial olqective, risk jMtsference and 
budgetary constraints is not the same as a "credit profile comprisling] at least one 
particular of any number of financial products held by the user," as required by 
independent claim 1 . In feet. Applicant respectfiilly submits that there is no feature or 
functionality in Atldns that even remotely comprises a "credit profile," much less a credit 
profile comprising at least one particular of any number of financial products held by the 
user." There is not disclosure in Atkins where a consumer provWes any data or 
information th^ comprises at least one particular of a financial product held by the user. 

Further, AppHcant i^spectfblly submits that the Office Action fails to set forth a proper 
motivation or su^estion to modify Atkins to incoiporate die teachings of Philip Stonns. The 
Office Action mcrdy states that "it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in tiie art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings F^vided by Philip Storms into the 
system of AlWns in order to proi^de users or consumers with an instant glance of a result of their 
financial objective thus making the system more user ftiendly." Applicants respectfiilly submit, 
however, that Atkins relates to system for the operstion and management of one or more 
accounts for exchange, investment and borrowing and thus would not benefit fi-om incorporating 
Philip Storms' geneml concept of using mortgage debt to replace consumer debt. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfiilly submh tiiat claim 1 is allowable over the cited references. 

Applicant respectfully submits that each of independent claims 20, 39, 58 and 60 are 
allowable at least for the reasons set forth above. 

5 
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ClaitBS 2-19, 21-38, 40-57, 59 and 61 -«6 are dependent upon independent claim 1, 20, 
39, 58 or 60. Thus, since independent claim 1, 20, 39. 58 and 60 should be allowable as 
discussed above claims 2-19, 21-38, 40-57. 59 and 61-66 should also be allowable at least by 
virtue of their dependency on independent daim I. 20, 39, 58 or 60. Moreover, these claims 
recite additional features which are not claimed, disclosed, or even suggested by the died 
references taken either alone or in combination. For example, claim 66 recites the method of 
claim 1 wherein the user objective comprises at least one of obtain a lower interest rate, obtain 
lower payments, obtain credit, or any other objective. Applicants respectfiilly submit that neither 
Atkins nor Philip Storms - alone or in combination - teach or suggest the nurthod of claim I 
wherein the user objective comprises at least one of obtain a lower interest rate, obtain lower 
payments, djtain credit, or any other objective. 

Further, AppUcant respectfiilly submits that the rtjections of claims 12, 14-17, 18, 19. 33- 
38, 53-57 are deficient because the Examiner does not provide a reference that teaches the 
purportedly missing limHations and does not provide a proper motivation. For example. 
regardii« claims 14, 33 and 53, the Examiner alleges that it is not explicitly stated in the 
combination of Atkins and Storms that the credit opportunity is considered viable if it is 
determined in the determining act that tiic user will save at least a predetennined amount of 
money during a predetermined time period. However, without citing a reference or motivation, 
the Examiner summarily concludes that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to consider the user saving a predetermined amount of 
money during a predetermined time period in the combination therein in order to Fovide an 
attractive system th^t will oflfer many advantages and benefits to the consumers or borrowers. 
Applicant r«q>ectfiiUy submits that the Examiner has foiled to set forth a prop€r/«rwifl/ac« 
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rejection based on obviousness gukI requ^ that it be withdrawn. Tlie rejet^on of claims 12, 15- 
17, 18, 1% 34-38, 54-57 are similarly deficient and must also be withdriiwD. 

In view of the foregoii^, it is respectfully requested that the aforementioned obviousness 
rejection of claims 1-65 be withdrawn. 



In view of the forgoing, it is respectfiilly submitted that the presetA application is in 
condition for allowance, and an eariy indication of the same is couiteously solicited. The 
Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by tel^hone at the below listed 
telephcme number, in ordo* to expedite resohition oifany issues and to Kcpedtte passage of the 
present appUcation to issue, if any conuneats^ questions, or suggestions arise in connection with 
the {Hiesent implication. 

To the extent necessary, a potion for an extension of time under 37 CFR § 1 . 1 36 is 
hereby made. 

Pl^se chaige any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
including extoision of time fees, to Dqm^ Account No. 50-0206, and please credit any excess 
fees to liie same deposit account. 



Hunton & Williams LLP 
1 900 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1 109 
Telephone: (202) 955-1500 
Facsimile: (202) 778-2201 
Date: Ortober 19, 2006 



n. 




By: 




Oid^U. Farres 
Registration No. 43,606 
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ArFENPIXA 

1 . (Previously Presented) A method for allowing a user of a user tennlnal to receive 
credit financing opportunities, the method coxnprising: 

receiving credit data from the user terminal, the crcdH data induding a user objective and 
a credit profile, wherein the credit profUe comprises at least one particular of any number of 
financial products held hy the MSW, 

detotnining at least one credit financing opportunity based on the credit data and at least 
one predetermined decision nile, wherein the at least one credit 0nancing opportunity comprises 
any numb^ of finandal products that meet fl« user c*jec«ive; 

generating an output, the output inchtding a comparison of at least part of the credit 
profile with the at iem one determined cn^it financing cT>p<Htunity; and 

providing the witput to the user terminal. 

2. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 , fUrther including receiving a request 
fh)m the user terminal to apply for a determined credit opportunity. 

3. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, where in the credit profile is 
comprised of a least one user credit data element, the at least one user credit data element 
identifying one or more chai«^eristics of corresponding financing previously undertaken by the 
user. 

4. (Original) The method acconling to Claim 3, wherein generating the output 
includes generating a first level output and generating a second level output. 

5. (Original) The method according to Claim 4, wherein the first level output 
includes one or more comparisons of a determined credit opportunity with a respective one of the 
at least one user credit data elements. 
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6. (Original) TTiB method according to Claim 4. wherein there are a phirality of 
credit data elements and the second output includes one or more comparisons of a determined 
aedit opportunity withtheiJhirality of user credit data etemcnts. 

7. (Original) The nwthod according to Oaim I, fiirther comprising providing a 
summary of the user profile data to the user terminal. 

8. (Original) The method according to Claim 3, wherein the at least one user credit 
data clement includes an interest nrte^ an outstanding balance and a monthly payment. 

9. (Original) The method accorfing to Claim 8. wherein the at least one user credit 
data dement finther includes an identification of whether the corresponding credit data element 
was issued by a provide of tihe financing opportunities. 

10. (Original) The method according to Claim 3, wherein the at least one user wedit 
data element corresponds to a least one of a credit card, a vehicle loan, a secured debt, an 
unsecured debt, a home equity loan and a residential mortgage. 

U. (Original) The method according to Oaim 7, wherein the summary includes at 
least one summary area coiresponding to one of Ae user's credit cards, personal lines of credit, 
personal loans, home equity lines of credit, auto loans, unsecured credit and total outstanding 
credit. 

12. (Original) The method according to Claim I, wherein the user data firrther 
includes personal data corresponding to the user and further including Ae act of obtaining a 
aredtt worthiness report based on the personal data. 

13. (Original) The method according to Claim 12, wherein determining credit 
financing opportunities includes consideration of the credit worthiness of the corresponding user. 

14. (Original) The method according to Qaim 1, wherein a credit opportunity is 
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considered viable if H is detcnnined in the deterniining act that the user will save at least a 

predetermined amount of money during a predetennined time period. 

15. (Original) The method according to Claim 1. wherein the user profile data 
includes a state of residence and wherein the predetermined decision rules inchide consideration 
of the state of residence and current interest rates for potential financing opportunities. 

16. (Original) The method according to Glaim 1. further including receiving a request 
for detaaed information corresponding to a selected one of the financing opportunities and 
wherein at least a part of the outfnit is provided in a substantially pictorial form. 

17. (Original) The method according to Claim 16. wherein the pictorial form includes 
at least oiw of a graph and a pie chwt. 

18. (Original) The method according to Claim 15, wherein the predetermined 
decision rules further consider the user' s taxation rate in determining viable credit opportunities. 

19. (Original) The method according to Claim 1, farther comprising preparing a list 
of potential financing opportunities at least partially based on opportunity data received from at 
least one product processor, and wherein the detennined financing opportunities are selected 
frtjm the prepared list. 

20. (Previously Presented) A computer readable storage medium storing computer 
executable instructions which. vAen executed, perform a ix^hod for aUowing a user of a user 
tenninal to receive credit financing opportunities, the method comprising: 

receiving credit data from the user terminal, the credit data including a user objertive and 
a credit profile, wherein the credit profile comprises at least one particular of any munber of 
financial products held by the user, 

determining credit financing opportunities based on the credit data and at least one 
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predetermined decision rule, wherein the credit financing opportunities comprise at least one 

financial product that meets the user objective; 

generating w outpatrthe outpatrincluding a comparison of at least part of the credit 
profile with the determined credit finaMing opportunities; and 

providing the output to the us»" terminal. 

21. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to dmm 20, 
wherein the method fiatbcr includes receiving a request from the user tenninal to apply for a 
detomined credit opportunity. 

22 (Original) The confer readable storing medium according to Claim 20, wherein 
the credit profile is comprised oft least one user credH data element, the at least one user credit 
data dement identifying one or more characteristics of corresponding financing previously 
uodertakoi by the us«-. 

23. (Original) The method according to Gaha 22, wherdn generating the output 
inctiKles genemtii^ a first level output and generating a second level output. 

24. (Original) The computer readable storage m«lium aaxjrding to Claim 23, 
wherein the first level output indudes one or more comparisons of a determined credit 
opportunity with a respective one of the at least one us«^ credit data dements. 

25. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Qaira 23, 
wherein there arc a plurality of otsdit data elements and the second output includes one or more 
comparisons of a detennined credit opportunity with the plurality of user credit data elements. 

26. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 20, 
wherein the method further inchides providing a summary of the user profile data to the user 
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27. (OrigmaO The conip^ter readable storage medium according to Oaim 22. wher. 
^ at imt one U30r credh data elen^nt includes an interest me, an outstanding b.l«nce and . 
monthly payment 

28. (Original) The con^ter readable storage medium according to Claim 27, 
wherein the at least one user oedit data dement iurther includes an identifi^^^^^^ 
corresponding credit data demcn, was issuedbyaprovider of the financing opp^^ 

29. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Qaim 22, 
wh^„ the at least one us^ oedit data element corresponds to at least one of a credit card, a 
veWcIe loan, a secured debt, an unsecured debt, a home equity loan and a residential mortgage. 

30. (OriginaD n« computer readable storage medium according to Claim 26. 
wherein the summary inchdes at least one summary area corresponding to one of the user's 
credit cards, personal Unes of credit, per^nal loans, home equity Unes of credit, auto loans, 
unsecured credit and total outstanding credit. 

31. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Oaim 20, 
whe^n the user data fiirther inchides personal data corr^nding to the user and the method 
further includes the act of obtaimng a credit worthiness report based on the personal dat. 

3Z (Original) Hie computer readable storage medium according to Claim 31, 
wherein determining cmlit financing opportunities includes consideration of the credit 
worthiness of the corresponding user. 

33. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 20. 
the credft opportunity is considers! viable if it is determined that the user will save a. 
least a predetermined amount of money during a predetermined time period. 



34. 



(Original) The computer readable ston«e medium according to Claim 20. 
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wherein the user profile data includes a state of residence and wherein the predetermined 

decision rules inchide consideration of the state of residence and cun^t interest rates for 

potentia! finandng oK>c«tuiatjra. 

35. (Original) The computer readable stofi^ medium according to Oaim 20, 
wherein the method fiirther includes accepting a request for detailed information corresponding 
to a selected one of the financing opportunities and wherein at least a part of the output is 
prodded in a substantially pictorial ftwm. 

36. (Original) The computer leadable storage medium according to Claim 35, 
■«*erein the pictorial form includes at least one of a graph and a pie chart. 

37. (Original) The computer readable storagP medium according to Claim 34, 
wherein the predetennined decision rules fijrther considfx the user's taxation rate in determining 
thb viable credit oppwtunities. 

38. (Original) The computer readable storage medium according to Claim 20, 
wherein the method further mchides preparing a list of potential financing opportunities at least 
parttally based on opportunity data received from at least one product processor, and wherein the 
determined financing opportunities are selected from the prepared list. 

39. (Previously Presented) An information processor in a financial processing system, 
the information processor coupled to at least one user terminal via a communication network, the 
information jwocessor comprising: 

a nK0ic«ry storing at least oik decision rule; 

a networic interface Coupling the information processor to the communication network; 

and 

a ca«ial procKsicg unit praicwming the functions of; 
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receivinfe via the nctwortc interface, credit data from the user tcrnunal. the credit data 
including B user objective and a credit profile, wherein the credit profile comprises at least one 
particulBT of any mimber of financial products held by the user; 

determining credit financing opportunities, the dctcnnination being based on the credit 
data and at least one predetermined decision rule, wherein the credit financing opportunities 
comprbing at least om financial product that meets the user objective; 

generating an output, the output including a comparison of at least part of the credit 
profile with the deterauned cre(fit finaiKing oppcatunities; ai^ 

providing the butpirt to tj« user tenninal. 

40. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 39, fiirther comprising a 
database coupled to the central processing unit, the database storing data corresponding to at 
least one financing oj^rtunity. 

41 . (Original) The information processor according to Claim 39, wherein the central 
processing unit further performs the fijnction of receiving a request from the user terminal to 
apply for a d^ermined credit opportunity. 

42. (Original) The information processor according to Qaim 39, wherein the credit 
profile is comprised of at least one user credit data element, the at least one user credit data 
element identifying one or more characteristics of corresponding financing previously 
utKiertak«i by the U8«-. 

43. (Original) The information processor according to Qaim 42. wherein the output is 
comprised of a first level output and a second level output. 

44. (Original) The information processor according to Qaim 43. wherein the first 
level output includes one or more comparisons of a determined credit opportunity with a 
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respective one of the at least one user credit data dements. 

45. (Original) The ioforroation processor according to Ckim 43, where there are a 
-pluralitrof^edit^data elements and the second output inchides one or more comparisons of a 

determined credit opportunity with the phirality of user credit data elements. 

46. (Original) The information processor according to Oairo 39. wherein the central 
processing unit iurther performs the function of providing a summary of the user profile data to 
the user termiiud. 

47. (Original) The information processor accorcfing to Claim 42. wherein the at least 
one user credit date element includes an interest rate, an outstanding balance and a monthly 
payment. 

48. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 47. wherein the at least 
one user credH data element fiirther includes an Wentification of whether the corresponding 
credit data element was issued by a provider of the financing opportunities. 

49. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 42, wherein the at least 
one user credit data element corresponds to at least one of a credit card, a vehicle loan, a secured 
ddrt, an unsecured debt, a home equity loan and a residential mortgage. 

50. (Original) The information processor according to Claim 46, wherein the 
summary includes at least one summary area conwponding to one of the user's credit cards, 
personal lines of credit, personal loans, home equity lines of cmlit. auto loans, unsecured credit 
and total cHitstaoding cretUt. 

51. (Original) The information Focessor according to Oaim 39, wherein the user 
data fiirther includes personal data corresponding to the user and the central processing unit 
forther performs the fonction of obtaining a credit worthiness report based on the personal data. 
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52. (Origin^) -^on^-'^n processor acc^ to Oaim 51. wbem« the 
deternuBingfia^clio^ir^udes consideration oftl^c^ 

53. (Original) ll^e infonnation^^^ accordit^ to Claim 39. wherein the central 
p«Ke»ing«nitconsider.acredit opportunity to be viable iftl^det^^^^ 

that the user will save at least . pmletennincd amount of money durinB a predetennined tin.e 
period. 

54. (Original) ITie infomation processor according to Claim 39. wherein the user 
profile data includes a state of residence and wherein the predetennined decision rules include 
consideration of the sr^e of residence a«l current interest rates for potential financing 
opportunities. 

55. (Original) The infonnation processor according to Oaim 39. wherein the central 
processing unit ferther perfertns the function of accepting a request for dc*ail«l information 
corresponding to a selected one of the financing oppon«i»ties and wherein at least a part of the 
output is provided in a subsianrially pictorial form 

56. (Original) Hie information processor ac«,rding to Claim 55. v*erein the pictorial 
form includes at least one of a graph and a pic chart 

57. (Original) The information pnK*ssor according to Claim 54, wherein the 
predetermined decision rules further consider the user's taxation rate in determining viable cedit 
oppoftuiuties. 

58. (Previously Presented) A method for aUowing a user of a user terminal to apply 
for a credit financing opportunity via a communication network, the method comprising: 

recdving credit data from the user terminal, the credit data including a user objective 
indicating that the user wishes to obtain credH and a cmiit profile, wherein the credit profile 
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con^rises at least one particular ofaB> »a«.ber of fin^^^ 

detenmnmg potential financing products based at least in part on the credit data, wherein 

the potmiBl products -mpri^^^^^^^^^ ""^ 

objective; 

providing a list of the dctennined potential financing products to the terminal and a 
conM^arison of at least part of the credit profile with the determined potential financing products; 

receiving a request fiom the user tenninal for informtion correspomfing to a selected one 
of the potortial finaniang fsoducts; 

providing the information to the us«3^ tenntnal; and 

receiving a request from the user terminal to initiate an application for the selected 
financing product. 

59. (Original) The method acconiing to Claim 58. whaein the list of potential 
financing products incbdes: 

vehicle loans; 

education loans; 

honffi improvement loans; 

home purchase loans; 

medical expense loans; 

laige event loans; and vacation loans. 

60. (Pi^sly Presented) A method for allowing a user of a terminal to receive 
optimiTed information leganling a selected topic, the method conq>rising: 

receiving input data from the user terminal, the input data including a user objective and a 
current usage profile, wherein the credit profile compri^ at least o«e particular of any mm.ber 
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of financial products held by the user; 

querying a knowledge base n^aidixig the input data; 
retrieving operaticmal data fixwn the knowledge base; 

detratntoing optimized information based on the results of applying at least one 
predetennined decision itUe to the opcratioMl data, the user objective and current usage profile, 
wherein the optimized information comprises at least one financial product that meets the user 
objective; 

generating an output inchiding a comparison of at least part of the current usage profile 
with the desjenmntd optimized infbmiaiioo; and 
providing the outptit to the terminal. 

61 . (Original) The method of claim 60, whereift the knowledge base is connectftl to 
an electronic network. 

62. (Original) The method of claim 61, vAierein the output includes links to at least 
one other dectronic site. 

63 . (Original) The method of claim 61 , ferther comprising the steps of: 

querying at least one search engine concerning the input data; and processing the iBSuhs 
of the cpierying of at least one search engine. 

64. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 60, wherein the output includes a list 
of tte (^rtimized information. 

65. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the credit profile 
comprises at least one loan, line of credit, credit card, secured or unsecured credit, bank or 
provider, interest rate, outstanding balance, monthly payment, avaUable line of credit, balance, 
term, and years rcnBiining in access psaiod. 
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66. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the user objeaive 
comprises at least one of obtain a lower intefest rate, obtain lower payments, obtain credit, or any 
othw objective. 

67. (New) A method for allowing a user of a user tmninal to receive credit financing 
oppcwtunities, the method comprising: 

presenting a user with a plurality of objectivis, wherein the plurality of objectives 
comprises at least a lowering an interest rate selection and a lowering ft monthiy payment 
selection; 

receiving credit data from the user tenranal. the credit data inchiding a user objective 
selection and a credit profile, wherein the user objective sdectioii comprises the lowering an 
interest rate selection or the lowering a monthly payment selection and the credit proMe 
comprises at least one interest rate or monthly payment associated with at least one financial 
products h«ld by the user. 

comparing the at least one interest rate or monAly payment associated with the at least 
one financial products hrfd by the user with at least one financing opportunity; 

detefmining at least one financing opportunity that meet the user objective, said 
detennination being based on at least one predettsrmined decision role; 

generating an output, the output including a comparison of at least part of the credit 
profile with the at least one determined credit financing opportunity, the comparison 
demonstrating that the at least one financing opportunity that meet the user objective has a lower 
intaest iBtc or lower monthly payment than the at least one financial F«i«cts held by the user; 
ami 

providii^ the output to the user tenmnal. 
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